

















Timing is also critical for most of the
integrators, no matter what size system
they want to install. And not just for
licenses. They worry about the time
necessary to get approval from GRTN,
something that can take as much as
five months. »They should speed up the
process,« says Giacomo Mion of Milan-
based large-scale integrator Solartechno
srl, which is submitting 8 MW of applica-
tions for installations ranging from 300
KW to 1 MW in the first round of 2006.
Stefano Loro, an engineer at integrator
VI Solar, agrees, saying that, of the 100
applications for systems up to 20 KW he
made in the first round, half of his cus-
tomers had gotten cold feet by the time
approvals were doled out four menths
later. »The problem is that the feed-in
tariff is confusing,«
it was at least important for it to start.«

Another important thing to remember
is that the feed-in tariff stimulates growth
in Italian employment. GIFl claims the
feed-in tariff has already led to the creation
of 1,000 jobs. While Silvestrini, without
naming companies, has seen headway
on about seven PV factories expected in

Loro admits, »but

the next two years, he fears Italy is only
thinking about capacities of 10 to 15 MW
when it should be looking at much higher
ranges. If in the near future the govern-
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»The feed-in
tariff may be
confusing but it
was important
for it to start.«

Stefano Loro,
VP Solar

ment is not able to create an environment
that gives the opportunity for the industry
to take root in Italy, »it will be difficult for
the public opinion to accept that we spend
a lot of money importing from Japan or
Germany,« he says, »If we dont manage
to create a strong industry in Italy, we will
lose the support for sure.«

It would also lose momentum. The
window of opportunity is now - and
exploiting the chance while it remains
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open is the trick. There is no doubt that
Italy is in the best position it has ever
been for creating a real PV market. But
unless it can overcome the obstacles by
ensuring easier licensing procedures, bet-
ter access to modules, the streamlining
of a complex tariff, and the removal of a
debilitating cap, it won't be looking at a
market on the go, but rather one that is
stuck in a stop-and-go mode.
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